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MALAYSIAN GURDWARAS COUNCIL 

 

 

FOREWORD 

 

 

PROCEDURE FOR BRINGING IN GRANTHIS & MUSICIANS (RAGIS) FROM INDIA 
 

 

The Malaysian Gurdwaras Council is aware that one of the major problems faced by the Gurdwaras 

is the bringing in of Granthis and Musicians (Ragi) from India. Many times, applications submitted 

by the Gurdwaras lack in details, which result in delay in getting approval of the Immigration 

authorities. The delay at times is also due to the fact that the Immigration Department postpones its 

monthly meetings where such Applications for Granthi & Musician visas are considered. 

 

To assist the Gurdwaras, a comprehensive Guideline has been prepared regarding the Do’s and 

Don’ts when submitting applications. 

 

 

AMONG THE ASPECTS OF THE PROCEDURE EXPLAINED ARE: 

 

A. Age limit of Granthi / Musician 

 

B. What the Applicant should submit 

 

C. What the Gurdwara Committee is required to submit   

  (Sample forms are attached) 

 

D. What documents are required for Extension of Visa 

 

E. Place where is the Application to be submitted 

 

F. What procedure is to be adopted when Granthi / Musician’s  

        contract expires or his service is terminated. 

 

G. What procedure is to be followed where Granthi / Musician absconds 

 

H. Guidelines for foreign workers in Malaysia by Indian High Commission Kuala Lumpur 

 

I. Contact persons in MGC who will assist Gurdwaras in obtaining approval 

 

J. MGC memorandum to the Immigration Department. 

 

We believe that, with these guidelines, it will clear many of the regular queries from 

Gurdwaras and will be contained in a Hand Book for guidance for the Gurdwaras. 

The Gurdwaras should employ a legal Granthi / Musician only.  

Otherwise, they may run into trouble with the Immigration authorities. 
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IMMIGRATION PROCEDURE FOR GRANTHI & MUSICIAN 

 APPLICATIONS 

 

The following procedure is to be followed by the Gurdwaras when applying to bring in Granthi / 

Musician (RAGI) from India: 

A.  AGE REQUIREMENTS:   Granthi            - 45 years old  

                     (Minimum age)   Musician (Ragi) - 35 years old  

 

B. WHAT IS THE APPLICANT REQUIRED TO SUBMIT? 

1. Two (2) Passport Size Photographs 

2. Photostat Passport (All pages - including empty pages) 

3. Qualification Certificates 

4. Employment Experience Testimonials  

5. Medical Report from India – Apollo Hospital 

 

C. WHAT IS THE GURDWARA COMMITTEE REQUIRED TO DO? 

            The Gurdwara Committee should obtain and complete the following  

            documents (where necessary): 

1. Borang IMM.12 (Application for Visit Pass) – 2 copies 

2. Borang IMM.55 (Application for Extension) – need for all applications 

3. Borang IMM.38 (Application for Visa)  

4. Security Bond (Duti Stem RM10.00) 

5. List of Names of Gurdwara Committee members (Name/Designation/Duties) 

6. Photostat NRIC of Committee Members and their signatures 

7. Advertisement of Vacancy in Malaya Samachar Newspaper (both in Punjabi and 

Bahasa Melayu), if in Punjabi only – need translation to Bahasa Melayu by a Court 

Interpreter – Need to submit the Full Newspaper - all pages. 

8. Copy of Gurdwara Plan approved by the Authority 

9. Copy of the “Geran Tanah”. 

10. Photo of Gurdwara Building (2 photos – from inside and  

 outside of Gurdwara) 

11. Registrar of Societies (R.O.S.) Certificate (if available) 

12. Covering letter from your Gurdwara 

13. List of Local and Foreign Granthi/Musicians/Sewadars under the employment of 

Gurdwara (if none, letter should mention none employed). 

14. Supporting letter from Malaysian Gurdwaras Council (MGC) 

15. Authorization letter from Gurdwara with photocopy of NRIC  

 of person authorized 

16. BANK Guarantee valid for 18 months. 

17. Copy of the Financial Report of the latest AGM held by Gurdwara 

18. Bank Account Statement for the last 3 months. 
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D. WHAT DOCUMENTS ARE TO BE SUBMITTED FOR EXTENSION 

      OF VISIT PASS?  

             For extension, you need to submit documents listed in:  

  (2), (3), (12), (14), (18) and a photocopy of last permit (sticker). 

 

E. ALL APPLICATIONS FOR NEW GRANTHI / MUSICIAN (RAGI) AND 

EXTENSION OF VISIT PASS MUST BE SUBMITTED AT THE FOLLOWING 

ADDRESS:      

 

PENGARAH  

JABATAN IMIGRESEN MALAYSIA 

BAHAGIAN VISA, PAS DAN PERMIT 

TINGKAT 3 

BLOK 2G4 PRECINCT 2 

PUSAT PENTADBIRAN KERAJAAN PERSEKUTUAN 

62550 PUTRAJAYA 

PUTRAJAYA. 

 

TEL. NO. 603-88801409 / 88801406 / 88801417 

FAX. NO. 603-88801374. 

 

GENERAL 

 

• Applications for EXTENSION of GRANTHI / MUSICIAN (RAGI) may be 

submitted at the state Immigration office. 

 

• Sample copies of Documents Required for NEW and EXTENSION of 

GRANTHI / MUSICIAN (RAGI) are attached for your guidance. 

 

• FEES:  The fee for One (1) year or part of VISIT PASS (PROFESSIONAL) per 

person is RM90.00 and for a RE-ENTRY VISA it is RM50.00. 

 

  F.       GRANTHI CONTRACT EXPIRE / TERMINATION PROCEDURE 

 

• What should you do if your Granthi or Musician (Ragi) wants to leave the job, or 

his services are terminated? 

 

                      ANSWER: 

   

Gurdwara Committee is required to purchase a return ticket to India and approach 

the nearest Immigration office to cancel his PERMIT and send him to the Airport 

for departure. Get a photocopy of the Cancellation Letter, original passport and a 

copy of the letter from the President / Secretary of the Gurdwara Sahib for your own 

record. 
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G. GRANTHI ABSCOND PROCEDURE 

 

• WHAT IS TO BE DONE IF FOR ANY REASON YOUR GRANTHI / MUSICIAN 

ABSCOND? 

 

ANSWER: 

 

LODGE A POLICE REPORT AND INFORM THE IMMIGRATION OFFICE 

FROM WHERE YOU OBTAINED THE PERMIT AND MGC, 

 

 

H. ALL FOREIGN WORKERS ARE REQUIRED TO READ THE GUIDELINES FOR 

FOREIGN WORKERS BY INDIAN HIGH COMMISSION BEFORE ARRIVAL IN 

MALAYSIA. 

 

Attached below is the link to the HCIKL website for the guidelines 

 

https://hcikl.gov.in/guidelines_workers 
 

 

I. IF YOU ARE NOT SURE ABOUT THE IMMIGRATION PROCEDURE, WHAT ARE 

YOU TO DO? 

        

                Please feel free to call the following person at the contact number 

                provided for assistance: 

      

                   SARDAR RANJODH SINGH - TEL: 016-2216590 

                     PENGERUSI HAL EHWAL GRANTHI  

  VICE PRESIDENT MGC                   

   

The Malaysian Gurdwaras Council has been informed by the authorities that many Gurdwaras 

have employed illegal Granthis / Ragis.  There are also cases where the Granthis or Ragis 

committed crimes.  To avoid any mishappening please take steps to employ GRANTHIS AND 

RAGIS with proper permits. 

 

J. A copy of MGC Memorandum to the Government is attached. In it, 

amongst others, MGC has requested the following: 

 

         (i)   Lowering of age limit for the Granthi / Musician 

         (ii)  Granthis / Musicians to be allowed to bring their families 

         (iii)  Simplification of Procedure. 
 

 

https://hcikl.gov.in/guidelines_workers


 6 

 



 7 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 8 

 
 

 

 

 



 9 

 
 

 



 10 

 



 11 

 



 12 

 
 

 

 



 13 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 14 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 15 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 16 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MALAYSIAN GURDWARAS COUNCIL 

7A, Jalan Haji Salleh, Sentul, 51100 Kuala Lumpur. 

Tel. No. 603-4050 2329,  Fax No. 603-4043 5028 

gurdwaracouncil@gmail.com 


