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RA MALAYSEA

No.7A, Jalan Haji Salleh Sentul, 51100 Kuala Lumpur

Tel: 603-4050 2329  Fax:603-4043 5028
Email : gurdwaracouncil@gmail.com (Reg, No: 777/88)

Date: 17" Nov 2017
MGC/OFF/282/05(19/17)

To: President / Secretary,
Gurdwara Sahib ...
Sardar Ji / Sardarni Jio,

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa,
Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh,

Subject:  BTGAATIT A3JI 209¢€

NANAKSHAHI CALENDAR 2018

We forward herewith ............. copies of the Nanakshahi Calendar 2018 for your use

and guidance.

This Nanakshahi Calendar has been jointly adopted by MGC, KDM and SNSM. It
follows the Nanakshahi dates as were jointly decided by Akal Takht, SGPC, Sikh

Scholars and Institutions from all over the world in 2003.

A. Background Facts:

l. Until the 13" March, 1998, the Sikhs used the Hindu Lunar Calendar to
determine their Gurpurabs.

2. In 1999, the Sikh Scholars, Sikh Institutions, the SGPC and Akal Takht
jointly produced a Historically and Scientifically accurate Nanakshahi
Calendar, a tropical calendar and conforming to Gurbani. This Nanakshahi

Calendar began on 14" March, 1999.




The Nanakshahi Calendar fixed drifting Sikh Historical Bikrami dates and
synchronized these dates in the Common Era (CE) Tropical calendar.

The accurate recurrence of these Sikh historical dates and preservation of
Gurbani references means in the future Gurpurab dates will make for

certainty and easier planning.

[n 2003, the Sikh Scholars, Sikh I[nstitutions, the SGPC and the Akal Takht
again discussed this matter and endorsed the Nanakshahi Calendar to be

followed by all Sikhs.

From 2003 to 2009, this Nanakshahi Calendar was followed by all Sikhs and
[nstitutions throughout the world and brought about a sense of unity
amongst Sikhs world-wide.

In 2010, the Akal Takht on the quiet reverted to the Bikrami Calendar
(Brahminical based) but the whole world outside India refused to go back to
the Bikrami Calendar. This Bikrami Calendar is still referred to as
Nanakshahi Calendar by Akal Takht.

Now, many Gurdwaras in India too have decided to follow the Nanakshahi
Calendar and to celebrate Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s Parkash Dihara on 5*
January, 2018 instead of in December, 2017.

Kindly refer to Appendixes “A” to “E” attached.

These Appendixes show the stand by Punjab Gurdwaras to celebrate Guru
Gobind Singh Ji’s Parkash Purab on 5™ January, 2018 and views of Scholars

made known in the last few days.

B. Conclusion:

L.

The features of Nanakshahi Calendar are:

L. [t is a tropical solar calendar

1. [t 1s called Nanakshahi after Guru Nanak’s birth (1469 CE)

. [t uses most of the mechanics of the western calendar.

1v.  The year length is same as the western calendar (ie. 365 days 5 hours

48 minutes and 45 seconds).



V. [t contains 5 months of 31 days followed by 7 months of 30 days.
vi. It starts from Hd1&" 83 (Ceyt) each year.
vii.  The leap year is every 4 years in which the last month (Phagun) has an

extra day.
viil. Nanakshahi Calendar was approved by Akal Takht in 2003.

o

[n Malaysia, the Sanggat is kindly requested to unite and celebrate
Gurpurabs as per the Nanakshahi Calendar agreed to by the entire Sikh
World in 2003 and adopted by MGC, KDM and SNSM.

Dhanwad Ji,
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